tragically emphasised 24 hours earlier by the Gander crash which brought an unprecedentedly bad year for civilian air fatalities (nearly 2000 of them) more or less to a close.
Yet air crashes, as one speaker remarked, are only one source of mass death. The South West peninsula has its share of motorway madness, crowded shipping lanes, high speed rail, dock yards, ordnance factories and nuclear energy plants. A paranoid pathologist west of Avon does not lack horror spots to keep him awake at night. The last significant disaster was the Taunton train fire with 13 dead in July 1978, and the laws of probability state that something nasty will strike the South West again one of these fine days.
So how does your beleagured pathologist colleague cope with 500 dead on a Monday morning? The 
